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I )
Community education i, the most exciting and relevant philo,ophy currently being discussed by the edu~ational community The focu, on community involvement in eJucationnl planl1ing and programming, a, well as maximizing lISe of locnl talent, builJi ng' and other resource.' moke, .'en,e in many way" However, COmmOn understamling 0; the total concept is much like "common ,en,e," not very coml1'on
Ihere "re numerou, rea'OnS for continued misconception, about the conccpt. One primary reason ;, crroneou,ly confu,ing community educotion with slich emotional issue, a, decel1tralizatioll, regionali"at;on and community control, A secon<1reason i, because Some "spect' of the concept are threatening to educMors, such as comrnunity involvement in decision making anJ greater lise of school facilities,
The purpo,e oi thi, article is to identify ,orne ;Ildicator< of local commun ity education development>, The development of ,uch ;ndicator> has been an activity of the Ottice of Commu nitv Educotion, New JerSey Department of Education, during the µast three years_ Although they are not u,~dto IllCO""C either legi,lation or ,tate regulations, the indicators have been helpful ;n clarifYing the concept for training purposes, anJ lor providing a re'ponse to the ,totement, "we are alreadv doing it:' The community education indicators have also provided educotof> with a mea"s of moasuring ,trength, alld weaknesse, for more eifective planning Community ed<Jcation is defined by Dr. Jack Minzey 01
Ea,tern Michigan as lollows' "Community Ed<Jcation is a ph ilo,ophical concept which serves the~ntire cornrmrnity bv providing for all of the educational need, of all of its cOmmunity member>_ It u,e, the local school to serve as the cataly't in bringing community resource, to bear on COmmunity problem, in an eHort to develOp a pO'itivc sen,e of comml",ity, improve commllnity living and develol} a comrnunitl' I}[OCeSS toward the end oi ,elf-actual;zation ' Obviou,l\' mea,uring the extent to which such thing, J5 "sen,e of community" and ·',elf~,ctuolil.tionu have been developed requires both subjecUvity, and the identifkation 01 area, to me.,ure. I would ,uggest one wav ,cholars and practitioner< CO" "55e55 communitv eJucotion statm is by idenUiying indicator< of the concept. The followins li,t i, on attempt to statc ,ome of the area< o( community education that lend themselves to measurement. Uefore d j,eu<sing e"eh indicator oj commlll,i Lveducation development I must explain that the concept by definition, ,holiia I10tand doe; flot take the ,arne form or hove the ,arne ,ub,(ance in ever,. community_ Initiation and development "rE' significantly influenced by both interpretation and the type, of unmet need; existing in the ,chool district when the concept i, adopted a, worthy of i,,,plemerltation Beeau,e of these iJctor, the concept could start as an educational plonning effmt (hopefully based on commllnity input), dI program' to meet ,pecific need, of On" or more age groups, a, an effort to coordinate communit,. re,ource" J> a system ror improving school-community relatiorls, Or in numerous other way" Regordless oi irlitial form the~"ence of the conc€pt i, in establi,hing an on-goins process of 'hinging commullity resources to bear On community proolem'," Jnd require, continuou, asse"nwnt, I propO'" that these "indicatorS" provide a oa,is for measuring the quality and quantity of both proce" anJ outcome goal, of community cduG"tion 1. The firSt indicator pertain, to the lev~1 of citizen in-"olvernent and can be ""e"ed by a,king ,uch question' "-" I'low many and what \vpe, of lay advi,ory cOl""cil, ore functioning! Arc their idea, re~ue'ted ar1d utilized by the school board and staff? Do they represent a cro,y-,ection oi the communityl 2, The 'econd pertain, to the very difficult.. but vital task of imµwvir1g~o"''''lFnication and cooperation among organ i?ations,
